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Proceedings for the enforcement of arrears must
not be taken until 14 days after the order is made.
Whilst the defendant is in prison for arrears, pay-
ments under the order are temporarily suspended
unless the court otherwise directs (Criminal Justice
Administration Act, 1914, s. 32 (3) ).

The Bastardy Laws Amendment Act, 1872, con-
templates the issue of a warrant against a defendant
who has fallen into arrears. In practice a sum-
mons is usually issued unless the whereabouts of
the defendant are unknown. If the defendant fails
to appear upon a summons, an order for payment
cannot be made in his absence and a warrant to
bring him before the court must be issued before
he can be committed in default.

There is no time limit within which proceedings
for the recovery of arrears must be taken.

Collecting Officers

The Affiliation Orders Act, 1914, allowed "Col-
lecting Officers" to be appointed. Unless the
mother wishes the order to be paid direct to her,
it must be made payable through the local
"collecting officer." He receives the defendant's
weekly payment and then hands or sends it on
to the complainant.

This has proved an excellent practice because
the accounts are properly kept and the mother is
not compelled to meet the applicant if she does not
want to.

The "collecting officer" is also entitled to take
proceedings to enforce arrears on receiving a
request in writing from the mother.